SOVEREIGNTY AS
SYMBOLIC FORM

Jens Bartelson

Routledge
Taylor & Francis Group
LONDON AND NEW YO




First edition published 2014
by Routledge
2 Park Square, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4R N

and by Routledge
711 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017

Routledge is an imprint of the Taylor & Francis Group, an informa busivess
© 2014 Jens Bartelson

The right of Jens Bartelson to be identified as author of this work has
been asserted by him in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and
Patent Act 1988.

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted or reproduced
or utilised in any form or by any electronic, mechanical, or other means,
now known or hereafter invented, including photocopying and recording,
or in any information storage or retrieval system, without permission in
writing from the publishers.

Trademark norice: Product or corporate names may be trademarks or
registered trademarks, and are used only for identification and explanation
without intent to infringe.

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data
Bartelson, Jens.
Sovereignty as symbolic form / Jens Bartelson.
pages cm. — (Critical issues in global politics ; 6)
Includes bibliographical references and index.
1. Sovereignty. 2. International relations. I Title.
JC327.B2454 2014
32015 de23
2013045402
ISBN: 978-0-415-44682-2 (hbk)
ISBN: 978-0-415-44683-9 (pbk)
ISBN: 978-1-315-77490-9 (ebk)

Typeset in Bembo and Stone Sans
by RefineCatch Limited, Bungay, Suffolk

CONTENTS

Preface

Acknowledgments

Introduction: revisiting sovereignty
Sovereignty as symbolic form
. The fetishism of sovereignty

! Restoring sovereignty?

vi
viii

68

97

105
121



